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Nos Ennemis " dont je disais quelques yers dans la petite
piece, " Du Theatre au Champs d'Honneur." Je crois que
c'est notre Ambassadeut qui leur a parle de ces vers. Je ne
puis refuser. Done voila notre " Brouette " reculee ; mais je
la dirai dans un autre concert! Ne vous derangez done pas
ce matin, mon chet Edouard. Je vous envoie avec tous mes
remerciments mes excuses pour le petit retard Involontaire
et mes grandes amities.
SARAH BERNHARDT
6. Letter from Allan Monkhouse dated Nov. n, 1924, after
the London production of The Hajling Family :
Meadow Bank
Dishy
Cheshire
DEAR J, E. A.,
You'll think it queer but I haven't seen what you said
about The Hayling Family. I've been in bed for three weeks
with some return of my old trouble. As usual they're all
kindness and consideration at the office and I can do a bit of
work. But I can't get any work of my own done. Lack of
energy and invention and some discouragement.
I should like to see what you said about The H, Family:
I received cuttings of the daily papers and then my press
cutting subscription ran out and I had told them before
that I wasn't renewing it. The dailies were almost uniformly
down on it, and, if I may say so of your colleagues, almost
uniformly idiotic. I didn't seem to want any more but I
thought the S. Times would somehow come my way, though
it hasn't. There was nothing to show what was wrong
with the play. These dramatic critics are, of course, experts
of a sort. They are men of the world who may know a success
when they see it. They don't want to go into anything.
They said that the last act was ridiculous, preposterous,
farcical melodrama. They all thought that the play was
written to display Hayling. Not one perceived that the
three young people were the play, that John pushed his
idealism to a tragical and almost monstrous extreme, that this
broke their unity, that the play poised for a moment on
Bobby's " I don't know what to do," that the intolerable
strain of the rupture is mitigated or exalted by the last line.